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Art, poetry and fictionwriting aren’t talents that
are supposed to fade away after high school. But
adult life often intrudes.
The annual Arts Unlimited District 214/Daily

Herald Community Arts and Writing Contest pri-
marily celebrates adults in our community who,
despite the pressures of adulthood, have contin-
ued to pursue their passion for the arts. Teens are
allowed to enter, too.

Thursday, today andWednesday, we are proud
to present the 2023 winners. Thursday were
the first-place winners; today will be the sec-
ond-place winners; and third-place winners run
Wednesday.

Celebrating the arts District 214/Daily Herald Community
Art andWriting Contest winners

Schaumburg-area resi-
dents, gather ye recyclables
while yemay this Saturday.

From
8 a.m. to
1 p.m.
April 15,
the vil-
lage of
Schaum-
burg’s
Environ-
mental
Commit-

tee and Schaumburg Town-
ship District Library will
co-host the annual Commu-
nity Recycling Event in the
west parking lot of Wintrust
Field, 1999 S. Springinsguth
Road in Schaumburg.
As before, this is a drive-up

event that won’t require
participants to leave their
vehicles.
DocuShred will offer

personal document destruc-
tion until its truck reaches
capacity, with a limit of two
boxes per vehicle. Nobusiness

or institutional documents are
accepted.
Earthpaint will accept latex

and oil-based paint for recy-
cling for a fee. The full list of
fees is on the village’s web-
site at schaumburg.com/
recyclingevent.
Electronic items such as

computers, printers, tele-
phones, cellphones, radios,
small appliances,microwaves,
holiday light strands, exten-
sion cords, and computer wir-
ing will be accepted. Charges
will apply for eligible televi-
sions and monitors. Again,
visit thewebsite for the fees.
Saturday’s event also will

accept books, clothing, tex-
tiles, automotive and house-
hold batteries, motor oil,

bicycles, American flags, fire
extinguishers andCFLbulbs.
However, hazardous waste

such as paint thinner, gas,
cooking oil, gas cylinders or
Freon-containing items like
air conditioners and dehu-
midifierswon’t be accepted.
For specific questions about

the recycling event, residents
can dial 311 within Schaum-
burg or call (847) 895-4500
fromoutside the village.

—EricPeterson,
epeterson@dailyherald.com

Visit Oakton’s Early
Childhood Center
Oakton College isn’t just a

suburban community college

headquartered in Des Plaines
—it also hosts a preschool.
And that preschool will hold

an open house for prospective

Schaumburg, library to co-host Community Recycling Event Saturday
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Northwest Suburbs

COURTESY OF OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Oakton College’s Early Child-
hood Center will host an open
house on April 29. The center
has two programs to meet
family’s varying needs.COURTESY OF VILLAGE OF SCHAUMBURG, 2021

The village of Schaumburg and Schaumburg Township District
Library will co-host a recycling event from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, at Wintrust Field, 1999 Springinsguth Road.

Submitted by Village of Barrington

Join playwright and Barrington
native Stephanie Walker for a
reading of one of her latest plays,
“The Sister House,” at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, April 16, at Barrington’s
White House, 145 W. Main St.,
Barrington.
Inspired by her childhoodhome

in one of the three Queen Anne
“Sister Houses” on Lake Street in
Barrington, Walker brings us a
reading of this vampire comedy
about grief.

When Ramona decides to rent
out her deceased husband’s
office to a mysterious stranger,
her daughter Ryan rebels. Three
women and one imaginary vam-
pire collide in a historic Victo-
rian home with a past of its own,
in this play about immortal love,
mothers and daughters, and new
beginnings. Stephanie Walker
and a group of talented Chicago
actors present this first reading in
advance of the full production.
Walker is an award-winning

playwright committed to rad-
ical truth-telling in her work.
Her plays are known for mining
humor in darkness, the personal-
ization of the political, the com-
plexity of human emotions and
the exploration and dramatiza-
tion of the strength of women.
Walker’s work has been produced
and/or developed at Teatro Vista,
New YorkTheatre Workshop, Ink-
well Theater, Chicago Drama-
tists, 16th Street Theater, Moving
Arts, Antaeus Theatre Company,

The Road Theatre, Skylight The-
atre, Little Candle Productions,
San Diego Rep, Boulder Ensemble
Theater Company, Actors Theatre
of Louisville andmore.
This event is free. Tickets and

registration for all events can
be found at barringtonswhite-
house.com/events. Cultural pro-
gramming at Barrington’s White
House is underwritten in part by
sponsors.
For more information, call (224)

512-4066.

Barrington native to share reading of her latest play

COURTESY OF VILLAGE OF BARRINGTON

Join play-
wright and
Barrington
native Steph-
anie Walker
for a reading
of one of her
latest plays,
“The Sister
House,” at 3
p.m. Sunday,
April 16.

Visual Arts, second place: ‘Metal’

COLE HANTON, ELK GROVE VILLAGE

Judge’s comment: Three tumbling figures twist and turn together to create a dynamic sculpture that is satisfying to view
from every angle. The ambiguity of whether this is one person captured at various moments or multiple figures tangled
together invites the viewer to view the sculpture over and over again.

Judge’s comment:This poem is
very emotionally intense. Itmay
bedifficult for some readers
to experience; but in our own
darkest times, poetry canhelp
us remember thatwearenot

alone in our pain, and that can
bea salvation.The line “as still
as adeadbutterfly before the
pin” is vivid andheartbreaking.
Thepoemends almost exactly
as it begins, sowe experience

thewayour painful thoughts
andmemories can create a
cycle that feels, at times, impos-
sible to escape.

There is a cut inmymouth.

It is a beacon of memories
going south.
No surgery or medicine will

get thismark out

Second place, Poetry: “Mouth Full of Cuts”

Judge’s comment:This is a
charming story of twowomen:
one inher 70s, the other 13.
Mrs. Cataldo shares herwis-
domwith youngDarcy, insights
that use the dragonflyas a
metaphor for transformation.
It’s a spiritual story, onewhich
may remind readers of another
author, Franciscanpriest
RichardRohr,whowrites: Pain
that isn’t transformedwill be
transmitted. FromMrs. Catal-
do,Darcy learns a lessonabout
transformingpain.

She loved the out-of-doors
and nature. Not your typi-
cal 13-year-old girl. Darcy
especially liked bugs and
dirt. In the summer, Darcy
would spend hours and hours
exploring the three-acre lot
just down the street adjacent
to the village cemetery. It was
fondly referred to as the “prai-
rie” because it was a wide-
open spacewith no trees.
There were grasshoppers

and crickets. All kinds of but-
terflies rested on the bloom-
ing milkweed and purple
coneflowers. And there were

dragonflies! They seemed
to especially like the warm
summer afternoons zoom-
ing up and down while flash-
ing their beautiful blue irides-
cent wings. The dragonflies
were the good gals of the prai-
rie because they ate mos-
quitoes, LOTS and LOTS of
mosquitoes!
One warm summer after-

noon on her way down to the
prairie, Darcy shared a special
experience with Mrs. Cataldo.
It confirmed, forever, her love
affair with dragonflies. Mrs.
Cataldo was an older neigh-
bor who lived down the street
right next to the prairie. Every-
one called herMrs. C. Shewas
probably in her mid-70s. Mrs.
C had lived in the village all
her life. She knew everyone
and everything that was hap-
pening. She’d be sitting on
her porch swing each day as
Darcy headed to the prairie
for another adventure. She’d
often greet Darcy with a com-
ment on the weather or share

Second place, Prose:
“Darcy’s Dragonflies”

See INSIDE on PAGE 2

See PROSE on PAGE 2See POETRY on PAGE 2

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of April 10, 2023.
^ Advertised APY is available for 11-month term Certificate of Deposits (CDs). Minimum
CD balance to open and obtain APY is $1,000. Fees could reduce the earnings on the
account. Penalty for early withdrawal. Individual Retirement Account (IRA) CDs are
eligible to receive these promotional rates. Not for public entities and/or brokered
accounts. Ask your local Busey Bank Associate for details, terms and current rates.

busey.com/cdrates Member FDIC4.50%
APY*^

CD RATES UP TO

Available for a limited time.



PAGE 2 SECTION 5 DAILY HERALD FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 2023

NC

families later thismonth.
Called the Oakton College

Early Childhood Center, the
program operates at Oakton’s
Skokie campus, 7701 North
LincolnAve.
The open house is set to run

from10 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 29.
Families can learn about

programs for kids who are
between 3 and 5 years old.
Additionally, attendees will
get a discount on the registra-
tion fee.
The Early Childhood Center

is open to all families, not just
Oakton students or employ-
ees. It is licensedby the Illinois
Department of Children and

Family Services and accred-
ited by the National Asso-
ciation for the Education of
YoungChildren.
The center has two

programs.
The Hawks classroom runs

weekdays from 7 a.m. to 6
p.m. Families can sign up for
between two and five sessions

per week, depending on the
time of year.
The Owls classroom has

shorter hours on weekdays
that vary depending on the
time of year.
To register for the open

house, visit bit.ly/3m25caS.

For more information
about the center or the open
house, call (847) 635-1441,
email mhudson@oakton.edu
or visit oakton.edu/about/
ece-centers.

—Russell Lissau,
rlissau@dailyherald.com

Inside: Oakton College Early Childhood Center open house is April 29
Continued from Page 1

her thoughts on recent hap-
penings in the village.
That afternoon, Darcy

decided to join Mrs. C on her
swing for a few minutes, just
to chat and pass the time.Mrs.
C started their conversation
by asking, “Darcy, what draws
you to the prairie? What do
you especially enjoy?” Darcy
quickly replied, “The dragon-
flies, for sure!” “Why?” Mrs. C
asked. Darcy commented on
their beauty and their energy
inmoving all around.
Mrs. C replied, “They’re

a favorite of mine too, for
your reasons and a few of my
own.” She looked at Darcy, as
if she were looking into her
soul, and said, “Darcy, do you
know that dragonflies sym-
bolize transformation and
change? They remind us of

our inner spirit, our ability
to overcome hardship. They
inspire us ... to connect with
our strength, our courage and
our potential for happiness.”
Darcy smiled.
Then Mrs. C continued to

say, “I sit here on my porch.
Each week I see people arriv-
ing at our village cemetery
to say their last good byes to
someone they love. I notice
and it’s no accident, that our
prairie dragonflies don’t stay
in our prairie, especially on
those days. I see dozens of
them fly over to where the
families and friends are gath-
ered. They zip about and
hover over the gathering,
making their presence known
for all those who look up to
see.”
“Darcy,” she said, “Those

dragonflies carry a bitter-
sweet message, that life has

changed. But even more, they
invite each of us to reach deep
down into ourselves to find
that place where our strength
and potential for happiness
resides. The dragonflies are
a sign to them, and to all of
us, that we can and we will
change. In time, their pain
and our pain can transform.
We can grow into happiness
again.” Darcy took a deep
breath as she turned toward
Mrs. C and thanked her for
the wisdom she had just
shared. She softly said, “I’ll
remember.”
As Darcy stepped off the

porch and continued to the
prairie, blue iridescent drag-
onflies flew over to greet her.
She smiled, a big smile. And
in that moment Darcy knew
that her understanding of life,
especially the hard things in
life, had changed.

Prose: “Darcy’s Dragonflies”
Continued from Page 1

It’ll reside in me for the rest
ofmy existence,
And every time my tongue

runs over it there will be no
resistance

To the door that will open
and takeme to the past

I’ll flinch and cry and
screamand shout

While thememorywill force
medowna route
When my strength is

depleted and weakness set-
tles in
I’ll lay as still as a dead but-

terfly before the pin

I’ll pray tomake the anguish
pass
While my soul disconnects

frommymass

Instead of going up to
bright, white, light,
I’ll be dumped in a filthy

dark room with no escape in
sight

Restrained and helpless in a
perverse circadian rhythm,
I’ll be forced to relive what I

thoughtwas unlivable

And when it’s done my
halveswill turnwhole
and I…
I must remember not to

touch the cuts inmymouth

Poetry: “Mouth Full of Cuts”
Continued from Page 1

Submit your events atwww.
dailyherald.com/share; dead-
line is twoweekprior to event.

Immanuel’s Connecting Point
Cafe: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays, at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church,
855 Lee St., Des Plaines. The
Point Cafe is a drop-in pro-
gram, open to anyone. Come
meet new friends and enjoy
snacks and beverages. For
information, call the church
office at (847) 824-3652.

Arlington Heights TOPS 1656:
10-11 a.m. Wednesdays,
at Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church, 1234 N. Arlington
Heights Road, Arlington
Heights. Take Off Pounds
Sensibly, join to start your
healthy lifestyle. For infor-
mation, call Karen at (847)
624-4361 or visit www.tops.
org.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pantry: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.Thurs-
day, at Immanuel Luther-
an Church, 855 Lee St., Des
Plaines. Provides communi-
ty members in need with a
variety of shelf-stable items,
and occasionally refrigerat-
ed or frozen food.The pantry
is open to all. Park in the lot
on Center Street. Masks are
required. For information,
(847) 824-3652.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sen-
sibly): 9 a.m. Thursdays, Our
Redeemers United Method-
ist Church, 1600 W. Scha-
umburg Road, Schaumburg.
TOPS is a nonprofit weight
loss support group. Monthly
dues. For information, call
(847) 843-7010 or visit www.
tops.org.

Bingo Night: 7 p.m. on the
third Friday of each month,
at Trinity Lutheran Church,
675 E. Algonquin Road, Des
Plaines. Bingo is back. Join
for fellowship, fun and food.
Play 10 games for $15 with
an additional $5 for Cover-
all game card and chance
to win $100 For informa-
tion, (847) 827-6656 or trini-
tydesplaines.org.

Your Faith

Get our Food emails: dailyherald.com/newsletters

To contact the Daily Herald,
please call (847) 427-4300.
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John Wick: Chapter 4 (R)
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 3:30 & 6:30
Mon. & Tues. 3:30 & 6:30

Sweetwater (PG-13)
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 4:00 & 7:00
Mon. & Tues. 4:00 & 7:00
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 4/12/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository

institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that

when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields

quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are

registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Aaron Buehler, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

107W Prospect Avenue
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
847-797-1745

1-year

4.90
9-month

4.90
6-month

4.90
$1000 $1000 $1000

(847)312-9009

FRIDAY AFTERNOON GOLF LEAGUE
(WEEKLY PLAY & MONTHLY OUTINGS)

AT SCHAUMBURG GOLF COURSE

LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS

CALL MIKE FOR DETAILS

STARTS

FRIDAY

4/28

HAVE FUN

&
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“I’ve lived on the North Shore for 62 years and you are the best

I’ve experienced for plumbing.”

~ Winnetka customer
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R A V I N I A

RAVINIA PLUMBING,

SEWER, HEATING

& ELECTRIC

847-579-5551

RaviniaPlumbing.com

Plumbing Problems?

Rely on Ravinia

If your pipes freeze, or water heater breaks, or drains clog, call us.

A live person will answer the phone 24/7/365, and help will be on its way.

• Frozen pipe repairs

• Water heaters

• Sumps and battery

back up pumps

• Faucets and fixtures

• Sewers and drains

• 24/7/365 emergency service

• Discounts, extended warranties and expedited service through our

Home Care Club

• The name to trust for plumbing, sewer, heating and cooling,

and electrical service

Serving our customers in the North Shore and

Northwest suburbs for 95 years.


